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REQUEST FOR INFORMATION NO. 01-2014
Broadcasting Services for New York Lottery Drawings
Release Date:  September 5, 2014
Written Responses Due:  September 25, 2014
Written Responses shall be directed to the RFI Administrator:

New York State Gaming Commission
Contracts Office, 5th Floor
One Broadway Center 

Schenectady, NY 12301-7500
Stacey Relation, Contract Management Specialist II
Stacey.relation@gaming.ny.gov
Or
Jennifer Franklin, Contract Management Specialist
Jennifer.franklin@gaming.ny.gov
PART 1 - INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW
1.1 Introduction
The New York State Gaming Commission (The “Commission”) is issuing this Request for Information (“RFI”) to assist the Commission with the future development of a Request for Proposals to provide Broadcasting Services related to the New York Lottery Drawings as described further in this RFI.  This is an informational gathering tool only.  No cost information should be included in your response.
In light of the goals and strategies discussed in Part 2 of this RFI, the Commission seeks to receive information including, but not limited to: how to achieve maximum viewing exposure for the drawings; how to obtain the highest level of public accessibility and the greatest value for the drawings programming; and Information on broadcasting trends and new technology.

1.2 Background
The New York Lottery (the “Lottery”) was enacted into the New York State Constitution by voters as a result of a referendum in 1966. The Lottery's sole mission is to earn revenue for education. Fundamentally, the Lottery is run as an entertainment business. A dedicated team of nearly 200 Lottery employees, and a host of supporting staff of the Commission, work with business partners and approximately 18,000 retailers statewide to provide innovative, fun, and entertaining games for our Lottery customers. Games include drawings like Numbers, Mega Millions and Powerball as well as some 35-50 instant scratch-offs. 

By selling its traditional Lottery games through an extensive state-wide retail network and by subscriptions over the internet through its website (nylottery.ny.gov), the Lottery generates traditional Lottery sales in excess of $7 billion annually. The Lottery continues to be North America's largest and most 
profitable Lottery, earning over $48.43 billion in education support statewide since its founding nearly 50 years ago. In the fiscal year 2012-13 alone, the New York Lottery contributed $3.04 billion to help support education in New York 
State, which is nearly 15 percent of total state education funding to local school districts. Even in these challenging economic times, sales of Lottery games are up and are predicted to continue to increase. Traditional Lottery Sales were up 1.6% in FY 2013-14 to $7.29 billion. 
1.3 Scope

1.3.1     Goals for Televised Drawings Program Broadcast Services

The Commission wishes to identify stations that are interested in a relationship with the Lottery that includes airing the drawings.  We would also like to identify some additional capabilities of the network such as:
· The ability to provide broadcast transmission signal or cable penetration to reach the majority of households within the specific market.

· The ability to provide original programming capability, especially news, and require specific transmission times to ensure local viewers have the opportunity to see the drawing.

· The ability to stream live and/or archived drawings on your website.

· The ability to provide on-air news broadcast display of drawings winning numbers (i.e. scrolling numbers, lower thirds, full-page boards).

· Stations that provide English speaking programming.

· The desire to broadcast the New York Lottery Drawings.
1.3.2   Optimized Strategies 
The Commission is prepared to consider a range of strategies for optimizing the Televised Drawings Program and Broadcasting Services. 
The drawings are currently transmitted to various networks in New York State via satellite. The Lottery assumes the cost of all production and satellite transmissions. 
The Lottery’s schedule of the drawings is as follows: 

1. Midday Numbers & Win 4- daily drawings at 12:27 pm

2. Evening Numbers & Win 4- daily drawings at 7:35 pm (approx.)

3. Powerball-drawings every Wednesday & Saturday at 11:00 pm

4. Mega Millions- drawings every Tuesday & Friday at 11:00 pm

5. Take 5-drawings Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Sunday at 11:21 pm

6. Lotto/Take 5-combined drawings every Wednesday and Saturday at 11:21 pm 

PART 2 – VENDOR RESPONSE
2.1    Content

Interested vendors are invited to provide information addressing the following topics as well as any other information it may deem relevant and useful:
· Indicate whether your station would be interested in holding the exclusive rights to air the New York Lottery Drawings in your market for twenty minutes following the live drawing.
· If not, please explain why. 
· If yes, please indicate if you would pay for the exclusive rights.
· Indicate if your station would be interested in delayed broadcast of the New York Lottery drawings.
· If not, please explain why.

· Indicate what type of broadcasting format feed your station uses, such as Satellite or FTP.
· If using file transfer, indicate what format you would prefer.
· Indicate whether your station would be interested in hosting co-promotions with the New York Lottery to enhance both your station’s and the Lottery’s viewership market.
· If yes, indicate what kind of co-promotions your station would be interested in.
· Indicate other related marketing opportunities you would like to discuss.
· Indicate if your station would be interested in streaming live and/or delayed broadcasts of the New York Lottery drawings on your website

· Indicate if you have the ability and would be interested in providing on-air news broadcast display of drawings winning numbers (i.e. scrolling numbers, lower thirds, full-page boards).

Note: Cost information should not be a part of a response to this RFI.  
PART 3  -   ADMINISTRATION OF THIS RFI
3.1 Issuance and Intent 
Responses to this RFI should not anticipate award of a contract; this is an information gathering process only.  A response does not bind or obligate the responder or the Lottery to any agreement regarding provision or procurement of products or services referenced.  

3.2 Pertinent Dates

The following timetable applies to this RFI:

Release of RFI: September 5, 2014


Written Responses Due: September 25, 2014  at 4:00 pm
 
These dates are established for informational and planning purposes.  The Commission reserves the right to change any of the dates.

3.3 Response to the RFI

Written responses should be submitted by interested vendors.  
Respondents should be creative when providing information related to this RFI.  Respondents are invited to submit any existing material or material prepared specifically in response to this RFI that it believes may be of interest or use to the Commission.  In the preparation of a written response, respondents should refer back to Sections 1.3.1 and 2.1 of this RFI.  In addition to addressing the questions in Section 2.1 respondents are encouraged to provide other pertinent information and ideas.

Responses may be mailed, emailed or hand delivered and should be submitted to:

Stacey Relation
New York State Gaming Commission

Contracts Office, 5th Floor

One Broadway Center 

Schenectady, NY 12301-7500
Or Email to:
Stacey.relation@gaming.ny.gov     or     Jennifer.Franklin@gaming.ny.gov
Note: if there is any confidential information provided in your response that should not be made public pursuant to section 3.5 of this RFI, please submit a redacted version of your response in addition to the full response and include a letter specifying what information is redacted and the reason why it is considered proprietary.
3.4 Costs Associated with Preparation of Responses
Neither the Commission nor the State shall be liable for the costs incurred by a vendor in preparing or submitting a response to this RFI.  
3.5 Disclosure of Responses to the RFI

The Freedom of Information Law provides for an exemption from disclosure for trade secrets or information the disclosure of which would cause substantial injury to the competitive position of a commercial enterprise.  If you believe your company’s response contains any trade secrets or other confidential or proprietary information, you must submit a request with your response to exempt such information from disclosure.  Such request must be in writing, must state the reasons why the information should be exempted from disclosure and must be provided at the time of submission of the subject information.  Requests for exemption of the entire response are discouraged.  Please limit any requests for exemption of information from disclosure to bona fide trade secrets or specific information, the disclosure of which would cause a substantial injury to the competitive position of your company.   
